Finance Committee Minutes

For September 26, 2006
Room 5, Town Hall

Present:  Mr. Mastascusa, Mr. Wolpin, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Jones, Sr., Ms. Hurlbut, and 

Mr. Westervelt 
Absent:  Mr. Kelliher, Mr. Hoadley and Mr. Casazza
Guests:  Mr. Tassone, Finance Director and Mr. Gilette Knight 
At 7:34, Mr. Mastascusa, Chair, called the meeting to order.

There was a discussion on the Berry property, including citizens’ objections to the Conservation ruling.  This could delay the project some, but is not anticipated to be significant.

Report of the Finance Director

Mr. Tassone presented a summary of “Other Available Funds for FY 2007”:

FY2006 Free Cash to be certified



$1,717,033 *
FEMA Reimbursement (available as estimated receipt)
$     54,937

State Aid available





$   174,171 **
TOTAL OTHER AVAILABLE FUNDS


$1,196,141
*Amount was $2,000 more than stated above and was adjusted down by the State

**$120,000 of this will go to schools

$235,000 of this total will be set aside for Spring Town Meeting

Finance Committee position on Town Meeting articles
Article 4:  This is based on articles approved in past Town Meetings.  This article relates to a list of historic structures that has been compiled by the Historical Commission, and details requirements to be met by property owners prior to renovating or demolishing such structures.  Fines can be levied for non-compliance.  Owners have not yet been notified that their property is on this list, but notification will be made shortly.  Much discussion ensued, both pro and con.  
MR. JONES, SR. MOVED, SECOND BY MS. HURLBUT: THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE NOT RECOMMENDED ARTICLE 4, BUT SHOULD APPEAR AGAIN AT APRIL TOWN MEETING TO ALLOW PROPERTY OWNERS TIME TO REACT.  VOTED 5 IN FAVOR, 1 AGAINST.

MR. JONES, SR., MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. WESTERVELT THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMEND ARTICLE 6.  VOTED: UNANIMOUS.

Article 7:  Mr. Tassone presented the list of prior year’s bills covered by this article:

Water


$144,576.03

Water from Andover


Medical Bills

         948.00

Police, Library, DPW


Expense


30.00

Board of Appeals, advertising


Expense


50.28

BOS and Hillview mileage


Expense

       2,500.00

CPC-Bike Grant, not reimbursable

The bill for water will be funded from the Water Enterprise Fund, the other bills from the General Fund.

There was some discussion about the water bills, and whether they were for water, legal or other charges.  Mr. Tassone will research this and report to Committee prior to Town Meeting.

MR. JOHNSON MOVED, SECONDED BY MS. HURLBUT THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDS ARTICLE 7.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.

Article 8:  There was considerable discussion on Item I, Heavy Duty Soil Reliever for Recreation Department.  Could Hillview or schools use it; should they pay part?  It was requested that Brian Wood appear at the Finance Committee meeting prior to Town Meeting to better explain this.

MR. WESTERVELT MOVED, SECONDED BY MS. HURLBUT THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS ARTICLE 8.  VOTED 5 IN FAVOR, 1 AGAINST.

Article 11:  Will determine recommendation at Town Meeting; could wait until April Town Meeting.
Article 12:  This article seeks to allocate funds received in conjunction with the Berry Property to be used for expenses incurred by the Town with regard to the development of property.  

MR. JONES, SR., MOVED, SECONDED BY MS. HURLBUT, THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS ARTICLE 12 IN THE AMOUNT OF $350,000 FROM THE STATE INCENTIVE AND AN ANTICIPATED $125,000 IN ADVANCE PAYMENTS (TOTAL $475,000).  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.
Article 19:  The Committee did not take action on this article, since the amount in question is unknown at this time.  There was some question as to whether it would be less expensive for the Town to simply purchase the property rather than take it by “friendly” eminent domain.  The Committee will determine its recommendation at Town Meeting.

Article 26:  There was considerable discussion on this and the next several articles.  Consensus of the group seemed to be that NRYSSA should continue seeking funding and further develop the details of their plan toward possible later consideration by the Town.  

MR. WOLPIN MOVED, SECONDED BY MS. HURLBUT, THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS ARTICLE 26.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.

MR. WOLPIN MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. JOHNSON, THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE DOES NOT RECOMMEND ARTICLE 27.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.
MR. JONES, SR., MOVED, SECONDED BY MS. HURLBUT, THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE DOES NOT RECOMMEND ARTICLE 28.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.

MS. HURLBUT MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. WOLPIN, THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE DOES NOT RECOMMEND ARTICLE 29.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.
MS. HURLBUT MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. WOLPIN, THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE DOES NOT RECOMMEND ARTICLE 30.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.

Other Business
MS. HURLBUT MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. JOHNSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE, DATED 9/20/2006.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUS.
Mr. Jones, Sr., pointed out that for Article 13, the Finance Committee should be prepared to amend the article, since the stated amount is for $50,000 and the Finance Committee had recommended for only $35,000.

The next meeting of the Finance Committee was set for Monday, October 16, 2006, in the Guidance Room of the High School, immediately prior to Town Meeting.

MR. WOLPIN MOVED, SECONDED BY MS. HURLBUT TO ADJOURN THE METING.

Approved
__________________________        Dated:____________________
